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Bombs. Bankers 
Are Threat to 
“Dream Home’ 


In the June issue of the Patriot we 
reported the battle of a young Negro 
couple in Louisville, Ky., to win the 
right to live in their “dream home.” 
Their difficulty: their $11,300 house is 
located in a subdivision designated as 
“white.” 

Our last report told of the cross-burn- 
ing, the rifle shots and the printed abuse 
Andrew Wade IV and his family en- 
dured. 

Since then, developments have become 
even more grave. On June 27 a blast 
of dynamite was set off under the Wade 
home, causing nearly $7,000 worth of 
damage. By purest chance the Wades 
were at the opposite side of the house 
and no one was injured. 

The South End Building & Loan com- 
pany has filed suit for foreclosure on the 
property, claiming that transfer of the 
deed without the company’s permission 
violated the terms of the mortgage. 

There is no question that powerful 
real-estate interests in Louisville are 
determined that the Wades be ousted 
by any means—legal or otherwise. The 
rather studied incompetency of Jeffer- 
son County police seems a sure barome- 
ter of the mighty pressure that has 
been brought to bear. Only one arrest 
has resulted out of the whole sequence 
of disorder and violence: Wade himself 
and a friend were booked after a police- 
man refused to let the latter enter the 
Wade home. 

The importance of this case to the 
cause of racial equality in the South 
should not be missed by any one. The 
Supreme Court has gone as far as it 
ean, by outlawing racial covenants in 
housing. The myth that mixed neigh- 
borhoods mean lowered real estate values 
has been exploded by careful, authorita- 
tive studies. But if short-sighted realtors 
are allowed to perpetuate Negro ghettoes 
in our cities, any effective meaning will 
be gutted from the ending of segrega- 
tion in schools and elsewhere. 

What is needed now is $8,000 to pay 
off the amount due on the Wade mort- 
gage. At presstime, the people of Louis- 
ville have raised almost $4,000 of it. 
There is a possibility that the court may 
erder foreclosure on a $2,000 second 
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SCEF BOARD MEETING—The board of directors of the SCEF met in Atlanta in June to lay plans 


for gaining compliance with the Supreme Court ruling outlawing segregation. 


A copy of the 


policy statement drafted by this outstanding group of Southerners may be had upon request. 


Shown in the above picture are: 


Seated (I. to r.): Dr. Lincoln Barker, professor, Maryville College, Tenn.; O. B. Taylor, M.D., 
Knoxville, Tenn.; Mrs. Jesse P. Guzman, Tuskegee Institute; Mrs. Lincoln Barker; Dr. James A. Dom- 
browski; Aubrey Williams, president SCEF; Mrs. Mary Mcleod Bethune, President-Emeritus, Bethune- 
Cookman College, Daytona Beach, Fla.; Mrs. Lulu White, Director of Branches, Texas Conference 
NAACP, Houston, Tex.; Bishop Sherman L. Greene, President, Council of Bishops, AME Church, 
Atlanta, Ga.; Dean James L. Hupp, West Virginia Wesleyan College. 

Standing (I. to r.): Dean Charles G. Gomillion, Tuskegee; Franklin W. Thomas, executive secre- 
tery, YMCA, Tulsa, Okla.; Dr. William A. Calder, Agnes Scott College, Ga.; Rudolph Moses, Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, Keystone Life Ins. Co., Treasurer, SCEF, New Orleans, La.; Mrs. Alfred Maund; 
Atty. John M. Coe, Pensacola, Fla.; W. E. Hogan, Assoc. Sec’y., S.W. Area Council YMCA, Dallas, 
Tex.; Dean Olds; John Wesley Dobbs, Grand Master, Prince Hall Masons of Ga.; Dr. Howard L. 


Parsons, University of Tennessee; Alfred Maund, Alabama. 


Dr. Albert E. Barnett, Candler School 


a3 of Religion, Emory University, attended the board meeting but did not make the picture. ae 
SIX STATES YIELD: 11 TOTTER 
The summer months in the South stirred with plans for compliance 


and evasion, as the officials of the various states made response to the 
Supreme Court decision outlawing segregation in the public schools. 


Already six states have initiated plans 
to divest themselves of Jim Crow educa- 
tional facilities: Delaware, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Missouri, Oklahoma, and West 
Virginia. Integration of the District of 
Columbia school system is being rushed, 
with the intention of making it a model 
for others. 

In eleven other states, officials are 
erecting paper-thin barriers against com- 
pliance, are threatening to abolish pub- 
lic schools, or are pleading for more 
time to study the problem. 

In their acts of acquiescence or of 
defiance, officialdom in general has not 
been especially inspiring. To get a true 
feeling of the greatness of the change 
that impends in the region, one has to 
read between the lines of the “small” 
items in the news—the brief press ac- 
counts which report the actions of pri- 
vate individuals and groups. 

ITEM ... The Rev. Henry A. Buchanan 








of Shellman, Ga., publicly voiced ap- 
proval of the court decision. He 
was dismissed from two of his rural 
charges, but his main pastorate gave 
him a vote of confidence. His wife, a 
teacher in the Shellman schools, was 
asked to resign. She has refused. 

ITEM . The National Association 
for the Advancement and Protection of 
the Majority of the White People, Inc., 
has been advertising in several Southern 
states, peddling $7 memberships. Its 
secretary-treasurer is R. L. Addleton, of 
Griffin, Ga., who was once appointed 
assistant state attorney general by Gov- 
ernor Talmadge. Its aims and methods 
can be imagined. 

ITEM ... A youth congress of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church met 
in Jackson, Miss., last month. After 
hearing an address by Governor White, 
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MISS. EDITOR FLA YS SEGREGATION 


(Continued from Page 1.) 
the group passed a resolution condemn- 
ing all attempts to circumvent the Su- 
preme Court ruling. The governor 
spoke on “‘Where Shall We Spend Eterni- 
ty?” 

ITEM ... In the July issue of 
Progressive Farmer, a monthly farm 
magazine, Editor Clarence Poe sug- 
gested separate schools for boys and 
girls as a means of settling the 
school segregation problem. Forty- 
one years ago, this same publication 
was alarmed at the increase in Negro 
farm ownership, and urged legisla- 
tion that would impose segregation 
on the holding of tillable soil. 

ITEM ... In Kenneth, Mo., 14 children 
attending Hayti high school for Negroes 
were given a choice between earning 
money picking cotton this fall, or attend- 
ing the erstwhile all-white Kenneth high. 
Eleven chose to go to Kenneth. The 
three remaining at Hayti will get a six- 
weeks vacation at picking time; the oth- 
ers will attend school continuously. 

ITEM ... Twelve eminently qualified 
Negro teachers were summarily dismis- 
sed in Malboro County, S. C. Those fired 
included: signers of a 1953 petition re- 
questing better schools: teachers refus- 
ing to sign a recently distributed peti- 
tion favoring continuance of school seg- 
regation; relatives of NAACP officials. 

ITEM ... Mrs. Jeannette C. Car- 
michael, editor of the Bay St. Louis, 
Miss.. LIGHT reported in the August 14 
issue of that weekly newspaper an ac- 
count of a discussion she had with Sen- 
ator Eastland of that state. 

“I told him I did not like his speech 

. that I do not believe in segregation 
in any school or other place supported by 
common taxes collected by all... Under 
segregation there is no chance of equal 
opportunities, the segregated person is 
handicapped primarily by the creation of 
an inferiority complex . .. Let us hope 
that he and other misguided Mississip- 
pians will take time off from their 
crowded lives to go to themselves and do 
a little soul-searching and come up with 
a deeper love of their fellowmen of all 
colors, creeds, races and class.” 

There is no question that the ban 
on segregation has greatly exercised 
the chauvanistic element, the lunatic 
fringe, and the vested interest in the 
South. But correspondingly, and 
more importantly, it has fired the 
courage and the hopes of all South- 
erners with any serious ethical con- 
victions. 
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Here are the developments that have 
taken place in the various states: 

LOUISIANA—At its last session in 
July the Louisiana Legislature approved 
a constitutional amendment that would 
place the public schools “under the in- 
herent police power of the state” and 
thus allow segregation to continue. It 
will be submitted to the voters for rati- 
fication in November. 

What this maneuver accomplished is 
moot. Several attorneys pointed out 
that the 14th Amendment governs the 
“police power” of the states, as well as 
all other functions. Sen. Laurance Eus- 
tis of New Orleans, was probably prophe- 
tic in his assertion that “the Supreme 
Court will throw this out in five min- 
utes.” 

Vigorous Catholic opposition led to ex- 
emption of private and parochial schools 
from the “police power” proviso, and 
this in turn drew the wrath of Leander 
Perez, Louisiana’s arch-Dixiecrat. “How 
can the legislature uphold its position 

. and then nullify the whole thing by 
saying that police power does not include 
the private schools?” he asked. 

While the segregation legislation was 
under discussion a group of SCEF sup- 
porters inserted advertisements in the 
New Orleans press reminding the public 
that the Supreme Court decision had 
the endorsement of the city’s Council of 
Churches, its Rabbinical Council, and 
the Archdiocesan School Board. 

= x ob x 

MISSISSIPPI—Governor Hugh White 
has called a special session of the Mis- 
sissippi Legislature for September 7 to 
consider a constitutional amendment that 
would abolish the public school system 
and set up state-financed “private” 
schools. This is the plan pending in 
Georgia and South Carolina. 

White’s decision came after a group of 
100 Negro leaders in the state rejected 
almost unanimously a deal whereby “vol- 
untary” maintenance of segregation 
would be pledged in exchange for a pro- 
gram of improvements to Negro schools. 

White had counted on the support 
of “a certain element.” but in spurn- 
ing the plan, the Negro leaders de- 
clared that “for the sake of our 
posterity we cannot do otherwise.” 

Chances of the amendment’s passage 
seem good since a meeting of some 800 
white school officials and teachers last 
month gave it their approval, and the 
Mississippi Educational Association 
previously pledged itself “unequivocally 
to a continuation of public education with 
separate schools for the white and Ne- 


gro races as a necessary means of pre 
serving the integrity and purity of bot! 
races.” 

However, at the convention of th 
state’s Municipal Officers Association ii 
Biloxi. Dean Robert J. Farley of th 
University of Mississippi law schoo 
warned that “when it comes to passin; 
laws to outsmart the Supreme Court o 
the United States, and most of the othe 
states of the Union, then I say Mississip 
pi can’t afford it.” 

He declared: “Mississippi has mad 
more progress during the past 20 year. 
than in any other period in its history 
Let’s not sacrifice our own children to 
prevent an occasional Negro from get- 
ting into a school.” 

GEORGIA—Eight men are campaign- 
ing for the gubernatorial post soon to 
be vacated by Herman Talmadge, and 
all of them, including former governor 
M. E. Thompson, are pledged to oppose 
integration in the public schools. 

However. the one woman candidate in 
the race, Mrs. Grace Wilkey Thomas, has 
adopted as her slogan “The Constitution 
must be held inviolable.” She accused 
her rivals of using the segregation is- 
sue “to inflame hatred and incite strife 
and rebellion and get everyone so con- 
fused that the citizens will forget what 
the real issues are.” 

Mrs. Thomas is not conducting a 
“front-porch” campaign, but is canvass- 
ing the state with a platform that in- 
cludes improved workmen’s compensation 
laws, improved health and educational fa- 
cilities, and sales tax reform, as well as 
compliance with the court school decision. 

Representatives of the United 

Church Women of Georgia, the 

Georgia Association of B’nai B'rith, 

the Georgia League of Women Vot- 

ers, and the Congress of Parents and 

Teachers rather discomfited the edu- 

cational commission appointed by 

Governor Talmadge. 

The panel convened to fish for schemes 
to perpetuate Jim Crow. But Mrs. Rob- 
ert L. MacDougall arose to state: “We 
were invited here to give suggestions. If 
you want to ask us how to disobey or 
circumvent the supreme law of the land 
we are not here to advise you on that.” 

She and other representatives of wom 
en’s organizations went on to propos« 
that the state attorney general obtait 
ideas from white and Negro citizens anc 
officials on how to go about carrying ou 
the court decision. 

This data, they said, should be pre- 
sented to the Supreme Court before i 
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Churches Begin Belated Drive for Brotherhood 


It is virtually a truism that the laws 
of the state have surpassed the con- 
science of the church in providing ethical 
guidance toward human brotherhood. In- 
deed, the fallacy of racial exclusion has 
been sharply realized in almost every 
fiield of social endeavor—except the act 
of worship. 

This loss of leadership was pointed 
out by Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, president 
of Morehouse College, at the Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches at 
Evanston, IIl., last month. He added: 
“Even when secular bodies initiate the 
changes, the churches follow slowly, or 
not at all.” 

The inertia of the churches is great, 
and the pronouncement of high ideals 
is often muted by sorry practice. But 
no sect disputes the goal, and when steps 
have been taken, they have been uni- 





formly toward establishment of a truly 
religious community that excludes no 
one on the grounds of race. 

Last May the Southern Presbyterian 
Church met at Montreat, N. C., and ap- 
proved a resolution ending segregation 
in its activities. In August, the opera- 
tors of the church-owned resort at Mon- 
treat voted to ignore the recommenda- 
tion and maintain racial exclusion. 

The Mid-South Synod of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A. (“North- 
ern”) last month called upon all Chris- 
tians to assist in carrying out “the full 
implications” of the Supreme Court de- 
cision outlawing segregation. And a 
similar stand was adopted by that 
church’s Arkansas Presbytery. 

cd * * * 

The Baltimore and Little Rock confer- 

ences of the Methodist Church endorsed 


Arkansas City Integrates Schools. 


Continued from Page 2.) 
hands down its final decree. 

Seven white ministers, representing 
six denominations, told the Atlanta 
Christian Council that the churches 
should take the lead in the fight against 
segregation. 

% * * * 

FLORIDA—Florida’s Continuing Edu- 
cation Council, a citizen group appointed 
to make recommendations to the legisla- 
ture on the school segregation question, 
is opposed to any attempt to abolish the 
school system. 

Council chairman J. Velma Keen, who 
represents the Florida Bar Association, 
declared that the court decision “must 
he obeyed and segregation must end in 
Florida.” 

State Attorney General Richard Ervin 
is hoping that the court will permit its 
decree to be enforced “gradually.” 

Bethune - Cookman College at 

Daytona Beach had its first white 

graduate in its 50-year history this 

summer. 
* * * a 

ARKANSAS—At the suggestion of 
Governor Blair Cherry (who subsequent- 
ly lost his runoff race for re-election) the 
Arkansas Board of Education voted to 
maintain segregation in the _ public 
schools for the coming year. 

This action caused the school board of 
Sheridan to rescind its decision to inte- 
grate the city’s schools. 

Protest against the integration ruling 
—which would have brought 21 Negroes 
into school with 600 whites—led to the 
resignation of the board chairman. 

In Fayetteville, however, the city 


school board has not acknowledged the 
state’s decision, and plans for integra- 
tion this fall are continuing. 

o* * * * 

WEST VIRGINIA — Integration in 
West Virginia is proceeding on a county- 
by-county basis. Where Negro schools 
are being retained for the coming year, 
it is generally with the understanding 
that the arrangement is temporary. 

The only hitch reported so far in the 
process occurred at Phillipi last month 
where protests blocked the transfer of 
12 white pupils and a teacher to a school 
that had previously been all-Negro. 

In some counties Negroes have re- 
ported for football practice at “white” 
high schools. 

The W. Va. Education Assoc., (white) 
and the W. Va. Teachers’ Assoc. (Negro) 
have integrated. 

* a * a 

OTHER STATES IN BRIEF — The 
Alabama State Board of Education voted 
unanimously to maintain segregation for 
the coming school year, ignoring the 
warning of Montgomery minister S. S. 
Seay, who told them they were “pre- 
paring a second day of reckoning” for 
themselves . . . The Louisville, Ky., 
board of education passed a similar res- 
olution ... A proposal to start desegre- 
gation in the first grade and let it move 
gradually through the upper grades will 
be made to the Supreme Court by Ten- 
nessee State officials . . . The faculty 
of Carver High, the Negro school recent- 
ly abandoned in Phoenix, Ariz., has been 
reassigned among the city’s other schools 
. . . Lineoln University, Mo., is opening 
its doors to white students this fall. 


the court ruling, and the former laid 
plans to establish an interracial church 
“as an experiment in the field of race 
relations, should a favorable opportunity 
present itself.” 

College students from 11 Southern 
states attending a Methodist leadership 
training conference at Lake Junaluska, 
N. C., pledged themselves to give indi- 
vidual and church support to the aboli- 
tion of school segregation. Another lay 
group, the Methodist Woman’s Society 
of Christian Service, adopted a like reso- 
lution. 


_ ae a a 


In New Orleans, Msgr. Henry C. 
Bezou, archdiocesan superintendent of 
Catholic schools, declared that segrega- 
tion “is not right because it violates the 
principle of man’s natural dignity.” He 
went on to say that integration had been 
carried out with surprising success in 
St. Louis and several other cities. How- 
ever, it was announced later that, in 
view of various unspecified considera- 
tions, the Catholic schools of New Or- 
leans will not be integrated this fall. 

= * * * 


Dr. Lee Robinson, pastor of the High- 
land Park Baptist Church in Chatta- 
nooga, was also president of two col- 
leges until last month. Then he re- 
signed his post at Zion College, a Negro 
institution, and declared that his other 
bastion, Tennessee Temple College for 
white ministerial students “does not in- 
tend to admit Negro people.” His rea- 
soning: “The word of God teaches seg- 
regation—not for heaven but here on 
earth.” And probably heaven isn’t too 
chummy. 

ok oo a a 


In Meridian, Miss., the Rev. Duncan 
M. Hobart, rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church called the Supreme Court deci- 
sion “an expression of Christian faith 
in incarnation. 

“The incarnation places upon each per- 
son a value which the world can never 
give. All men are men for whom Christ 
died . . . Society cannot declare any 
group to be inferior because of race 


or color.” 
Ba at a xe 


Meeting in Louisville, last month, 
bishops of the A.M.E. Zion Church urged 
Negro leaders not to “enter into any 
collusion or compromise” in their quest 
for integrated schools. “By no means 
should we in any place permit ourselves 
to become adjusted to voluntary segre- 
gation, professing that we think it neces- 
sary to keep the peace,” their resolution 
stated. 
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Terror Reigns; Victim Arrested 


(Continued from Page 1.) 
mortgage, making it imperative that at 
least $6,000 more be raised to be on the 
safe side. 

A Wade Defense Committee has been 
formed, headed by Dr. M. M. D. Perdue, 
SCEF board member and pastor of the 
Emmanuel Baptist Church. It is seek- 
ing contributions to meet the mortgage 
payment. These contributions will not 
be considered gifts, but will be paid 
back at the usual rate of interest by the 
Wades. A trust fund administered by 
outstanding professional men has been 
set up to handle the amounts raised. 

Mrs. Maeme Brock, treasurer of the 
Wade Defense Committee, 2502 Madison 
St., Louisville, Ky., is the person to 
whom contributions should be sent. The 
last of September has been set as dead- 
line, for then the circuit court is expected 
to give its decision. 

And because we urge our readers to 
assist in this cause—with any amount, 
large or small, and either with a gift or 
an investment,—we are printing the fol- 
lowing fact sheet on the whole episode. 
Perhaps others may be interested in it. 


Fact Sheet — The Wade Case 

Andrew Wade, IV, is a young elec- 
trical contractor in Louisville, Ky., and 
a Navy veteran of World War II. He 
has a 2-year old daughter. A _ second 
daughter was born August 2. 

Like most young veterans, Wade is 
eager to have his own home. Andrew 
and Charlotte Wade found their “dream 
home” on the outskirts of Louisville, 
near Shively on Rone Court. 

On several other occasions the Wades 
had tried to buy a house they liked but 
had been turned down because they were 
Negroes. So this time, they went to 
two white friends, Carl and Anne Braden. 
and asked for help. 

The price of the house was $11,300. 
Wade gave the Bradens $1,400 for the 
down payment. The Bradens bought the 
house from the Hudson Realty Co., as- 
suming an $8,000 mortgage made by the 
builder at the South End Federal & Loan 
Ass’n. They gave the builder, James ! 
Rone, a second mortgage of $1,900. 

May 11, 1954—The Bradens deeded the 
house to the Wades who started to move 
into their new home. That night an 
angry mob visited the Bradens and 
threatened that harm would come to the 
Braden’s house and children unless the 
Wades moved out. 

May 12—The Wades and Bradens 
were besieged with threatening telephone 
calls. Rone approached Wade and asked 
if he would sell. Wade refused. 
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May 15—In the afternoon, rocks were 
thrown through the picture window of 
the Wade house. About 10:30 p.m. a 
cross was burned on their property line. 
Some four hours later, rifle shots were 
fired into the house. One shot barely 
missed the head of a friend. 

May 24—South End Federal Savings 
& Loan notified the Bradens that the 
Northern Insurance Co. of N. Y. had 
eancelled the insurance on the house, 
and that unless a new policy was ob- 
tained by the 29th, the full amount of 
the mortgage would become due. With 
the help of the Urban League, a Negro 
insurance Company agreed to write the 
policy. 

June 15—The South End filed suit for 
foreclosure of the $8,000 mortgage on 
the ground that the Bradens had vio- 
lated the terms of the mortgage by 
transferring the property without South 
End’s permission. Attorney C. Eubank 
Tucker, as attorney for the Wades and 
the Bradens, filed their answer in circuit 
court claiming that (1) the suit would 
unnecessarily restrict the transfer of 
real estate; and (2) was undertaken to 
“deprive” the Wades of their equity in 
the home because they were Negroes. 

It was further claimed that the 
Bradens had been told by Rone and by 
South End officials that they could trans. 
fer the home at any time. 

June 27—The Wade house was blasted 
hy dynamite. About $7,000 damage was 
done. The effect was to make it im- 
possible to obtain another mortgage. 

July 22—County police guarding the 
house arrested Wade and a friend for 
breach of the peace. Police claimed the 
friend’s name was not in an approved 
list of visitors prepared by Wade. 

There have been no arrests in con- 
nection with the acts of violence against 
the Wades. 

All through this period the Shively 
Newsweek published many provocative 
editorials and letters including an es- 
pecially inflammatory letter from a 
former leader of the Klan. 

But the Wades have vowed to stay on, 
even if they “have to pitch a tent.” 





LETTERS 


To the Editor: 


Permit me to correct an error in the 
May issue of the PATRIOT. The Rev- 
erend James Ray (ousted from his posi- 
tion by the General Board of North Car- 
olina Baptists) is not connected with 
North Carolina State College. He was 
the top man in the state Baptist Student 
work. 


I would also endeavor to correct the 
impression that the three men who were 
ousted, were fired because of “too Christ- 
like on the race issue.” This is not 
true. First of all, Wicker at Duke and 
Herrin at UNC were given fair trials 
end were fired for doctrinal matters. 
James Ray was therefore on the spot 
because he was in charge of the total 
work of the state, and when two persons 
working out from his department got 
into difficulty with the brethren, he fell 
with them. 

To establish my claim that these men 
were not fired because of their stand on 
the race question, I would point out that 
the man who is the Baptist Student 
Secretary on the campus of North Caro- 
lina State College has often spoken freely 
on this matter and he was not touched! 


My own credentials are those of pres- 
ident of the Beta Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Delta (National Sociology frater- 
nity) which group I serve and which 
group has members from St. Augustine, 
Shaw University, State College and 
Meredith. 





RoBERT L. WENDT, 
Instructor, Meredith College 
Raleigh, N. C. 
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